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"Josiah’s Response to Spiritual Decay" (1 Hour)

In this study, we’ll walk through the actions King Josiah took to counteract a decaying culture and 
bring revival to Judah. His example gives us a model for personal and community renewal that begins 
with seeking God earnestly, addressing the idols in our lives, taking Scripture seriously, and leading in 
a way that encourages communal faithfulness.

1. Seeking God from a Young Age (2 Chronicles 34:3)

Scripture Reference: 
“In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God of his ancestor 
David.”

Discussion Points:

• Josiah's Personal Choice: At sixteen, Josiah chose to seek God. He didn’t rely on his position or 
family background but decided to know God personally.

• Private Devotion Before Public Action: Before Josiah enacted public reforms, he invested in a 
private relationship with God. This time of personal growth laid a strong foundation for his later 
work of leading Judah back to God.

Application:

1. Personal Reflection: Reflect on how our personal relationship with God impacts our public 
lives. Like Josiah, the strength of our public witness and leadership begins in private devotion.

2. Discussion Question:
◦ What does it mean for you personally to "seek God"?
◦ How can we seek God wholeheartedly, even when those around us are not?

3. Key Insight: Revival starts in the heart. Josiah reminds us that we don’t need to wait for perfect 
circumstances to seek God. True transformation begins within us.

Time for Discussion: 10 minutes

2. Purging the Land of Idols

Scripture Reference: 
"In the twelfth year, he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of high places, Asherah poles, carved 
idols, and cast images." (2 Chronicles 34:3-7)

Discussion Points:

• Taking Action Against Idolatry: At twenty, Josiah began a bold campaign to destroy idols and 
altars. This was a serious step, as idolatry had become deeply ingrained in Judah’s culture.

• Unpopular but Necessary: Josiah’s actions were likely unpopular, facing cultural attachment to 
idol worship, but he did not compromise. He put his commitment to God above public opinion.

Application:

1. Self-Examination: Consider the “idols” in our lives—things we put before God or prioritize 
over our relationship with Him, like career, possessions, or comfort.



2. Discussion Question:
◦ What does "purging" look like in our lives today?
◦ How can we recognize and remove idols that distract us from God?

3. Key Insight: Revival requires us to identify and remove things that hinder our relationship with 
God. Josiah’s courage challenges us to examine our lives and remove anything that compromises 
our worship.

Time for Discussion: 10 minutes

3. The Discovery of the Book of the Law

Scripture Reference: 
"When the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his robes." (2 Chronicles 34:19)

Discussion Points:

• The Power of God's Word: The Book of the Law, God’s Word, had been hidden for years. 
When Josiah heard its contents, he responded with genuine grief and repentance, tearing his 
clothes as an expression of sorrow.

• A Sensitive Heart to God’s Voice: Josiah didn’t just acknowledge the words; he let them impact 
him deeply, leading him to take immediate action. His response showed sensitivity and humility 
before God.

Application:

1. Reflect on Scripture: Consider how God’s Word convicts us and calls us to change. Reflect on 
whether we read Scripture for transformation, not just information.

2. Discussion Question:
◦ How can we cultivate a heart that responds to God’s Word like Josiah—with conviction and 

humility?
◦ Are there areas in our lives where God’s Word is urging us to change?

3. Key Insight: True transformation begins with a softened heart. Like Josiah, we should let God’s 
Word challenge and guide us, aligning our lives with His will.

Time for Discussion: 15 minutes

4. Leading the People in Covenant Renewal

Scripture Reference: 
"He had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge themselves to it." (2 Chronicles 34:31-32)

Discussion Points:

• Public Commitment to God: Josiah didn’t keep his faith private. He gathered the people, read 
the Book of the Law, and led them in a public renewal of their covenant with God.

• Modeling Faith for the Community: This communal act of repentance set a new standard for 
the nation, illustrating a public and shared return to God.

Application:

1. The Power of Community: Like Josiah, we need others to strengthen and encourage us in our 
faith journey. Accountability and community are crucial for growth.



2. Discussion Question:
◦ How can we encourage each other to renew our commitment to God?
◦ What role does accountability play in our spiritual growth?

3. Key Insight: Revival is a shared journey. We are called to both personal dedication and 
community support, joining together to inspire and uplift each other in renewed commitment to 
God.

Time for Discussion: 10 minutes

Summary: Lessons from Josiah’s Life

1. Stand Firm in Faith Despite Cultural Norms: Josiah went against the culture, rejecting the 
idolatry and immorality of his time. His story reminds us of the importance of staying faithful to 
God, even when society’s values clash with ours.

2. Take God’s Word Seriously: Josiah’s response to the Book of the Law inspires us to revere and 
cherish God’s Word, letting it shape our lives and decisions.

3. Renewal Requires Repentance and Action: Josiah’s commitment to change wasn’t limited to 
feelings; he took concrete steps to rid Judah of idols. True repentance includes a commitment to 
follow through with real change.

4. Leaving a Legacy of Faith: Josiah’s reforms had a lasting impact. Our faithfulness to God can 
leave a legacy for future generations, setting an example of righteousness for those who follow 
us.

Time for Summary and Discussion: 10 minutes

Closing Reflection and Prayer

Reflection: As we reflect on Josiah’s faith and courage, consider how we too can make a difference in 
a world that often resists God’s truth. Josiah’s life reminds us that no matter how challenging the 
circumstances, one person fully committed to God can ignite change.

Prayer: 
“Lord, thank You for the example of King Josiah. Help us seek You wholeheartedly and remove 
anything that distracts us from our relationship with You. Open our hearts to Your Word, and give us 
the courage to take action, renewing our commitment to follow You daily. May our lives reflect Your 
love and truth, drawing others closer to You. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.”

This Bible study provides an outline for group discussion, encouraging participants to engage with 
Scripture and reflect on how they can apply the lessons from Josiah’s life in their own spiritual 
journeys.


